Total artificial heart-implantation technique using the CardioWest or the Thoratec system.
Total artificial heart is a safe and efficient bridge for patients with terminal congestive heart failure awaiting cardiac transplantation. The implantation of the CardioWest total artificial heart has become an accepted therapeutic option in critically ill patients who have irreversible biventricular failure and are candidates for cardiac transplantation. Because of anatomical limitations in smaller patients (women, adolescents) implantation of the CardioWest system might be impossible. In these cases we have implanted the paracorporeal Thoratec device in a modified technique as a total artificial heart.